
 

 
 

NTR’s Stirling Energy Systems SunCatcherTM Recognized by Peers with CSP Today  

Best Commercialized Technological Innovation Award 

 

Scottsdale, AZ (July 7, 2010) – Following a popular vote among peers and conference attendees at the 

Fourth Concentrated Solar Power Summit for the first US CSP Today Industry Awards, the Stirling Energy 

Systems (SES) SunCatcher technology was honored with the Best Commercialized Technological 

Innovation Award.  

SES received the award for its SunCatcher technology advancements that led to its commercialization in 

2009. These included the establishment of a global supply chain with the engineering skills, 

manufacturing capabilities and production capacity required to mass produce SunCatcher™ units; an 

optimized design for high volume production resulting in increased performance; and the successful 

completion, operation, and commissioning of Maricopa Solar, the world’s first commercial‐scale 

SunCatcher Dish Stirling project. 

The commercialization of the SunCatcher technology is in large part thanks to the significant 
investments provided over the last few years from the US Department of Energy and the engineering 
and design achievements achieved by SES in collaboration with Sandia National Laboratories in New 
Mexico. NTR’s investment in SES in 2008 enabled the company to escalate plans to launch the 
technology and led to the creation of Tessera Solar in 2009 to actively pursue and develop projects for 
the SunCatcher.  

The construction and operation of the 1.5 MW Maricopa Solar commercial-scale power plant in Arizona 

is a testament to the scalable nature of the technology. Comprised of 60 SunCatcher units, the plant 

represents a building block for larger planned projects to be deployed in the next year. Successful 

development of the Maricopa Solar project has enabled SES to effectively exercise its manufacturing 

supply chain, optimize field assembly and installation procedures, and integrate SunCatcher™ units with 

the electricity grid. Since beginning operations earlier this year, Maricopa Solar is delivering over 97 

percent cumulative availability.  

The SES SunCatcher™ is a 25kW solar power system consisting of a dish‐concentrator that tracks and 

focuses solar energy onto a Power Conversion Unit, which utilizes a Stirling engine to convert solar 

energy into grid‐quality electricity. SunCatcher™ has several unique and differentiating attributes 

including zero water use for power production, a modular and scalable system architecture, and terrain 

flexibility up to 10 percent.  

  



 

 

About Stirling Energy Systems (SES Inc.) 

Stirling Energy Systems (SES) is the global supplier of the concentrating solar power (CSP) SunCatcher™ solar dish 

engine system. The SES SunCatcher
TM

 combines a parabolic mirrored dish with a high-efficiency Stirling engine to 

track, collect and convert the sun’s thermal energy to grid-quality electricity. The SunCatcher
TM

 technology has 

significant advantages including zero water use for power production, minimal impact to the environment and the 

highest electric efficiency. Founded in 1996, the company maintains corporate headquarters in Scottsdale, Arizona, 

and engineering operations at Sandia National Laboratories in Albuquerque, New Mexico. NTR owns a controlling 

stake in SES Inc. For more information, visit www.stirlingenergy.com.    

 

About NTR plc  

NTR plc, the international renewable energy group, builds and runs green energy and resource-sustaining 

businesses. Founded in 1978, NTR has evolved from being a developer and operator of infrastructure in Ireland to 

an international developer and operator of renewable energy (wind, solar and ethanol) and sustainable waste 

management businesses in the USA, UK, and Ireland. The group employs over 4,100 people. For more information, 

visit www.ntrplc.com.    
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For Ireland - Heneghan PR, Nigel Heneghan / Rachel Watchorn: Tel + 353 1 660 7395 
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